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The Watergate scandal is a break-in to the Democratic National Committee headquarters in the morning of June 1972. The burglars stole copies of top-secret documents and bugged the office phones.  The wiretaps installed failed to work as expected, thus forcing burglars to return to the Watergate building. As the burglars were preparing to break into the office with a new microphone, security personnel noticed that someone had interfered with the building’s door locks and alerted the police. The police arrived on time to catch the burglars red-handed.
After the arrest, it was not clear that the burglars were connected to Nixon's administration. However, the investigating officers were suspicious after finding white house phone numbers as well as copies of the reelection committee documents among the burglar’s belongings. President Nixon then addressed the public and strongly defended members of the white house. Most American believed him and ended up voting for him in the upcoming election.
The truth surfaced later, and the Nixon administration was found quilt of breaking into the Watergate building. Nixon and other members of the white house hatched a plan to cover up the crime. They instructed the Central Intelligence Agency to obstruct FBI, s investigation of the crime. This was a more serious crime than a break-in. The president was accused of obstructing justice and abuse of the presidential power.
Several of Nixon's aides, including white house counsel John Dean testified about the presidential crime before the court of law. They indicated that Nixon secretly taped all conversation that occurred in the countries’ top office.  The secret tapes were important evidence of the direct presidential involvement in the crime.

Richard Nixon protected the tapes from the prosecutors for several months. His lawyers maintained that the president's executive privileges allowed him to keep the tapes, but prosecutors were determined to use them in the trial. When Archibald Cox, an independent special prosecutor, refused to stop requesting the tapes, Nixon ordered for his dismissal which led to the resignation of several Justice Department officials in protest. This forced Nixon to surrender some tapes.
In early 1974, efforts to cover up the Watergate scandal started to fail. A jury appointed by the new special prosecutors accused several Nixon‘s aides on charges related to the Watergate crime. Moreover, the Supreme Court ordered President Nixon to surrender the tapes. Still, he was reluctant which prompted the house judiciary committee to start an impeachment process against Nixon for abuse of power, criminal cover-up and violation of the American constitution.

On August 5, Richard Nixon released the tapes which provided evidence of his involvement in the Watergate crime. In the face of unquestionable impeachment by the American congress, Nixon resigned and left office.

I have arrived at a decision which I feel I should share with the American people. After weeks of discussion with members of my administration, I am convinced that it would take years for President Nixon to obtain a fair trial by jury given he is a private citizen who has resigned the presidency of the United States. Additionally, there no legal or historical precedent in which I can refer this matter which leaves me with no option rather than grant Richard Nixon a full, free and unconditional pardon to for all the offences he has committed against the United States.
The main purpose of granting this pardon is to shift our attention from the pursuit of a fallen president to the pursuit of the urgent needs of the American people. Our country is facing several challenges which include but not limited to the high unemployment rate, high inflation rate as well as poor economy hence the need to employ our energies in pursuit of things that are directly affecting the American population.

As a country, it is not important to remain divided over whether to indict and punish President Nixon, who is already suffering because of the shame and disgrace brought by his administration. For sure, we are not a vindictive nation, and we have always demonstrated readiness to forgive others and act out of mercy even against our most destructive enemies.
Richard Nixon did not request the pardon but in my opinion, prosecuting him who severely disrupt the healing of our country from the past wounds. I strongly believe pardoning president Nixon would not let us forget the evils of the Watergate crime or even forget the lessons we have learned as a country, but it would serve to unite the Americans.
My conscience as the president of this country tells me it is important to close the Nixon case. Nixon and his family have gone through a lot in the past months, and they will continue to suffer no matter what decision we make as a country. Pardoning our former president during this difficult time in his life is the best gift we can offer to a man who has served this nation as he tries to rebuild his life.



